
Dear Families,    April 15 - 18, 2019 
   
 Last week was Severe Weather Awareness Week in the state of Minnesota.  
How timely.  We attempted to coordinate the Scholastic News to get students 
thinking about meteorology – who knew in one 24-hour period we would get four 
different types of precipitation plus lightning plus incredible wind?!?  It’s like living 
in a science experiment!  Please continue to send warm, water repellent gear for a while – it’s 
uncomfortable to spend an afternoon in wet socks and/or clothing.  Many children are 
unnerved by severe weather, so our discussions and drills focus on safety and taking charge 
of being safe.  We will be participating in the statewide Tornado Drill whenever it’s 
rescheduled. This is a great time to review your own home plan for severe weather and make 

sure your child knows what to do. 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/hsem/weather-awareness-
preparedness/Pages/severe-weather-awareness-week-program.aspx 

Students in grades 3-5 will be taking their Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessments (MCA) in the next two weeks.  Our class understands that this can be 
a stressful time for some of our test takers. We will make sure to walk quietly in 

the halls, and be respectful in public areas. We know that next year, it will be our turn to 
show what we know. Good luck, grades 3-5! Along with MCAs comes the time for Running 
Club. The first meeting is this Thursday, and students will be training two times per week to 
run the Mile in May.  Adult volunteers are always welcome to come run with the kids, please 
contact Ms. Paulsen if you’re interested.   

In math we carry on with our measurement unit by looking at capacity (check out the 
GallonBot!) and more area and perimeter prior to pretesting for Unit 10.  

Our last Reading Celebration will be held in the multipurpose room on Thursday at 
2:00.  It’ll be wonderful to hear book talks as Daniel, Scout, Eleanora, Eli, Ibrahim, Mia, 
Elya, Rowan and Penny speak about what books they love and can recommend to the rest 
of us. As always, all family members are welcome, as are donations of snacks/drinks and 
decorating help starting at 1:35. 

We are sad to say goodbye to Vera B. Williams, but have thoroughly enjoyed the author 
study. This week's literacy focus will be a mini unit on human impact on the environment. 
We'll start the week by reading a variety of texts about different environmental concerns, and 
people who have made a difference. Later in the week, students will invent their own 
creative solution to one environmental concern, and will express their ideas in writing 
and in a constructed model made of recyclables. Please send any materials you 
would ordinarily recycle (tubes, lids, small plastic containers, etc.) to our 
classroom as supplies by Wednesday. Grade 2 is also taking the lead in beginning a 
schoolwide recycling of markers, see below.  
 
Spelling: flew, blue, clue, true, blew, knew, dew, stew, crew, glue, alone, along 
Vocabulary: recycle, edible, company, newspaper, problem 
 

General Information:  
• Specialists: S, M, PE, S 
• 4/15 Brentano String Quartet Assembly  
• 4/18 Spring Reading Celebration 2:00 
• 4/19 NO SCHOOL Professional Development 

• 4/24 Public Library 1:15 
•  4/25, 30, 5/2, 7, 9 Running Club 3:00 – 3:50 
• 4/30 Spring Picture Day (rescheduled) 
• 5/3 Spring Carnival 5:30 
• 5/14 Running Club Race 

 
Best, Ms. Lee  mao.lee@spps.org 



 
Here is a note regarding a neighborhood annual essay contest, now being 
expanded to more ages, including second graders.  We will not be giving 
class time, but encourage students to try writing and submitting their 
thoughts!  - Team Two 
 

For many years, the St. Anthony Park Branch Library Association has 
sponsored an essay contest for neighborhood sixth-grade students. 

This year the contest is being expanded to include elementary and high school students. 
We’re hoping that St. Anthony Park Elementary students will participate in the contest. We do 

not expect this to be part of a classroom assignment, nor are we asking the school to process the essays. 
All we’re asking is that your staff inform students about the contest. 

The ongoing theme for the contest is citizenship, and the specific prompt this year is, “What 
does it mean to be a good neighbor?” 

Particulars are as follows: 
• Essays can be up to 500 words. 
• Submissions can be either hard copy (dropped off at the library) or electronic (sent to 
dhealy1@q.com). 
• Submissions should include the student’s name, age, address, and phone number. 
• The deadline is May 24. 
• The first-place winner will receive $25. The second-place winner will receive $15. 
• First-place winners will be invited to ride in the St. Anthony Park Fourth of July parade and read at the 
bandshell following the parade. 

Please feel free to distribute this information to students in whatever form you deem appropriate. 
If you have any questions, contact me at dhealy1@q.com or 651-644-3951. 

Sincerely, 
Dave Healy 
SAPBLA board member 

 
 
 
Dear Families,  

We are excited to tell you about a very 
special program being coordinating at our school in conjunction with Crayola. It’s called 
Crayola ColorCycle – a program devised to repurpose used markers rather than sending them 
to landfills. 

The ColorCycle program has repurposed more than 70 tons of expended markers in the 
United States and Canada since 2013, and uses the most advanced plastic conversion 
technologies available today to make wax compounds for asphalt and roofing shingles as well 
as to generate electricity that can be used to heat homes, cook food, and power vehicles.  

All around St. Anthony Park, students and staff will be collecting used markers that are 
ready to be discarded. Please help support our efforts by sending your kids in with any used 
markers you may have around the house- even non-Crayola brands. Highlighters and dry 
erase markers can also be included. Drop-off boxes will be located in the library/media center 
and the art room for your child to deposit the markers. 

Thank you in advance for participating. With the help of people like you across the 
country, the Crayola ColorCycle program can continue to keep tons of plastic out of landfills 
each year. 
 
Learn more at http://www.crayola.com/colorcycle 


